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A Heart for Rural America

For me, Rural America will aiways have a speciai piace in my heart; it is a piace that I was born and raised and
continue to call home and have the priviiege to serve. As you will see in this year’s report, USDA Rural
Deveiopmentis most important work is to serve the people and communities in the heart of America.....Rural

America, and for us that is rural Delaware and rural Maryianci.

We have over 40 programs that are aimed at affordable tiousing
opportunities, business cleveiopment, essential community facilities and
the environment. In Fiscal Year 2006, USDA Rural Development
returned over $239 million of the peopleis money to the bi-state area
that has tleipect rural residents across the two states with ilomeownerstlip,

home repair, rental tiousing, irnproveci centralized systems for water and

wastewater, electricity, community facilities and business (ieveiopment —

George W. Bus]‘i,
on and off the farm.

President of the
United States

When we compare today to 100 years ago, | think that you will agree
“America is a great force for freedom that most Americans do not know anyone iiving on a farm. Tin‘ougil our
Business Programs, parl:icuiariy the Value-Added Producer Grant
Program and the Renewable Energy and Energy Etticiency Program, we
have the ability to reverse that trend. In FY 2006 we provided over
$7450,000 in grant funds to support four projects that will provi(i.e a

boost to the agriculture community. Those grant funds are tielping

and prosperity. Yet our greatness is

not measured in power of luxuries,

but ioy who we are and how we treat

one another. So we strive to be a
ionate, decent, iiopetui

Delaware’s agritourism operations and a winery in Western Maryland,
strengthening pouitry operations on the Bastern Shore and expioring a
mobile livestock slaugtitering unit for farmers in Southern Maryland.
The year 2006 also marks the opening of one of our hallmark projects —
"Mid-Atlantic Biodiesel, Inc." located in Ciayton, Delaware. Ag-t)ase(i
energy like biodiesel is one of our nation’s most promising alternative fuel

sources and Rural Deveiopment is pleasect to be a partner in this effort.

My heartfelt thanks to the great team of USDA Rural Deveiopment
employees in Delaware and Maryland. With the support of this dedicated
statt, the Delaware and Maryian(i Congressionai deiegation, and our
many partners, we are committed to the future of rural communities.
Togettler we are worizing to ]Jring back home the peopie's money for
programs that support tiousing, agricuiture, businesses, community

facilities and infrastructure.

Let us know how we can serve you.
Please contact me at

marlene. eiiiott@cie usda. gov

or (302) 857-3580.

Warmest regards,

/% Wy

Marlene B. Elliott
State Director
Delaware and Maryianci

Development

Commitied Te e futire 8f rural comminitics

“One of the things that always
strengthens my belief in our future is my
unc]erstanc[ing o][ how many acts o][
kindness take p/ace on a Jai/y basis in
the United States. .. People really care
about the future of our country;
millions of our citizens weep when
t]'ley know somel)ocly hurts...I
thank you for really
strengthening the heart of the
United States of America.”

A grant, that helped
purchase a truck, was provided to
Meeting Ground, Inc. - a faith-based
organization that provides shelter for the
homeless. While touring the shelter a
homemade Mother's Day card was proudly
displayed on a dresser in one of the rooms.
Inside the folded pink construction paper,
was the message

“...when | grow up | will get money.

1 will buy you a house.”

President George W. Bush

Excerpt from the President’s SPEEC}I at the
Faith-Based and Community Initiatives Conterence,

Wasi)ington, D.C. — March 9, 2000.

For more information on this report, contact:

Marlene B. Eiiiott, State Director
USDA Rural Deveiopment
1221 Coiiege Park Drive, Suite 200 Dover, Delaware 19904

Telephone: (302) 857-3580 Fax: (302) 857-3640
Email: marlene.elliott@de.usda.gov ~ TDD/TTY (302) 857-3585
The Fiscal Year of the United States Department of Agricu]ture runs from October 1 to Septemiyer 30.

For more information on the programs available tilrougti USDA Rural Deveiopment,

piease visit our we]:page at: www.rurdev.usda.gov

The U.S. Department of Agﬁcuiture (USDA) protiitiits discrimination in all its programs

and activities on the basis of race, coior, national origin, age, clisa])iiity, and where

‘1.': T4 Fo appiicaioie, sex, marital status, familial status, parenta.l status, reiigion, sexual orientation,
. ' genetic information, political beliefs, reprisai, or because all or part of an individual’s
= @; income is derived from any put:lic assistance program. (Not all prot]ii)iteci bases appiy to all
d-'_l. ie *i"'\-d Programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of
10% POST-CONSUMER program information (Braiiie, 1arge print, auctiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s

TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of
FAIKTED &1TH ciiscrirnination, write to: USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rigl'its, 1400 Indepencience
ﬁl w IHH Avenue, S.W., Wastlington, DC 20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice), or (202)
» b 720-6382 (TDD). "USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender".
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Dtate Director, Marlene B. Elliott
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BAREA OFFICE
ot both Delaware and Maryianct)

1260 Maryland Avenue, Suite 100
_ Hagerstown, MD 21740
1) 797-0500 Ext. 5, Fax: (301) 739-4775

TOCAL:QOERIGHES
(Deiaware and Marylanci)

Denton, MD
640 Legionﬁoad, Suite 1

Denton, MD 21629
(410) 479-1202 Ext. 4, Fax: (410) 479-2069%%

Dover, DE
800 Bay Roa(i, Suite 2
Dover, DE 19901
(302) 741-2600 Ext. 4, Fax: (302) 741-0347

Ellzton, MD
105 Chesapeake Blvd., Suite B-4
Eiiaton, MD 21921
(410) 398-4411 Ext. 4, Fax: (410) 392-6530

Georgetown, DE
21315 Berlin Road, Unit 2
Georgetown, DE 19947
) 856-3990 Ext. 4, Fax: (302) 856-4381

i Ha_gerstown, MD
6 ai’yianct Avenue, Suite 105
¥ Hagerstown, MD 21740
1) 797-0500 Ext. 4, Fax: (301) 714-0746

Mt. Lalze Parle, MD
1916 Maryland Highway, Suite D
Mt. Lake Parie, MD 21550
(301) 334-6972 Fax: (301) 334-6952

Prince Fredericlz, MD
65 Duke Street, Suite 112
P.O. Box 489
Prince Fre(iericiz, MD 20678
(410) 635-1621 Ext. 4, Fax: (410) 635-0591

Snow HiH, MD

304 Commerce Street, Suite B

- Snow Hill, MD 21863
"’Qserf)lf-)__Ext. 4, Fax: (410)

o [

632-2732,

. s
R

Grape cluster photo on cover — Sara O’Herron - Black Ankle Vineyards, Mt. Airy, MD
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